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Another and most mischievous institution of the
same class was the Civis Eomanus. This personage,
and the intolerable national arrogance on which, he
depends for existence, was the object of Cobden's
most determined hostility. In China he took the
form of an adventurous skipper, mistaken, apparently
not without some reason, by Chinese officials for a
pirate; in Greece, that of a Spanish Jew, whose
miserable squabble with the Government was settled
by the conclusive if not logical argument of a British
fleet; in Brazil, he was alternately a drunken mid-
shipman, incarcerated for inebriety, and the owner or
insurer of a British ship which the winds and waves,
regardless of Roman citizenship, had cast upon an
outlandish coast, and which was pounced upon by the
nomad and semi-savage wreckers of the place, for
whose misdeeds the Brazilian Government, finding
itself powerless to punish them, was magnanimously
chastised, and threatened with further chastisement,
for not having done so by the Government of a country
twenty times as powerful as its own. Against this
calamitous individual the great Internationalist waged
incessant war ; nor were his efforts entirely unattended
with success, if we are to judge by the fact that this
particular enemy has of late considerably moderated
his pretensions. The monstrous doctrine that a state
has the right to require for any of its own subjects
who choose to visit or reside in a foreign country
treatment which is not in accordance with the laws
or customs of that country, or an amount of legal
protection which no native of that country ever